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Important Dates:

= October 15th, 2009
- T Shirt Design
Contest Opens

= October 30th, 2009
- Membership Dues
Deadline

= November 1st, 2009
- ‘My Vision’ for Africa
Contest Opens

= November 9th, 2009
- National Conference
Registration Opens

= December 15th, 2009
- T Shirt Design
Submission Deadline

= January 15th, 2010
- ‘My Vision’ Contest
Submission Deadline

= March 19th, 2010
- National Conference

Breaking the Silence: Crisis in the Congo
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Picture.Courtesy of bbc.co.uk

Imagine that: 6 million :people’ dropped: dead -and
virtually: nobody: knew. - Also: imagine ‘that :half ‘of
these: 6 million -people: were ‘under the -age- of 5
years :old.: Nobody: knew: their pain,-their. strife, or
their:stories.: Sadly, -this: is ‘the :general: reality -for
people  :of - ‘the : Central - African- :nation - ‘of - the
Democratic Republic of the:Congo:(DRC), formerly
known as Zaire.

War :in -the - DRC: broke- out iin.-1996- and: today.
continues: to- ravage - the- eastern :regions: of- the
country. The conflict-in the: DRC: has been deemed
the ‘worst humanitarian: crisis ‘since ‘World: War -II’
--and yet the general world :populationis: still not
aware of this crisis. The war-is fueled: in-part by a
lack - of: Congolese :governmental: -attention, - but

primarily-by :external forces: One:contributor is the
Interahamwe, - - ‘Rwandan : - soldiérs: - -and: - - Hutu
militiamen, -who: ‘were: ‘the perpetrators: - of : the
Rwandan genocide-in 1994 and fled to the: Congo.
Other- :contributors: -are- large : corporations: :‘who
continue to exploit the-:Congo’s natural resources.

The:DRC contains gold, silver, tin, uranium,.timber,
oil, gas and ‘many other resources; including 70%: -
80%:of all the:world’s ‘coltan.:(Coltan is a metallic-
ore: essential: -in : computers :and - cell : phones.)
Warlords: in the DRC, especially in-the-South Kivu
region -have been:working with- companies -of the
Western world to essentially: ‘steal’ ' many ‘of these
easily-mined ‘minerals: out: of the:land. The: terror
that -they: cause  among: the :populace : leads: to
mayhem:and -disorganization.-Some corporations
have : left: -the- :Congo, : but - many: : still - remain,
including several based in: the: United: States: such
as: Cabot: Corporation, ‘Eagle: ‘Wings: ‘Resources,
and H.C. Starck.

The: fact -that the :majority. of us. own- cell phones
indirectly links: us: to: this :conflict. 1- hope -that ‘in
reading this article students ‘will -decide: to: break
the 'silence.: There are many ways:to ‘help: writing
letters to the US Congress, donating to fundraisers
for the-Congo, and by spreading awareness of this
conflict. : Contact - nationalboard@nationalasa.org
for inquiries -about: how: your 'school - can partner
with National ASA to:help create change.

- Crystal Nnenne-Azu; National President

National A.S.A
Drawing!

Survey!!!

Click the link above
to fill out the survey
and be entered into
our bimonthly draw-
ing for prizes!

National African Students Association — The Background

The: :National - African - Students - Association - is: a
growing: -coalition : of - ‘African- :student: -groups: ‘in
universities across the United States. We 'strive to
empower . ourselves - as - students - by providing
opportunities: - -for : - :networking,: - - encouraging
outreach:and educational achiévement all with the
aim: of advancement for:the :African- continent-and
Diaspora: in- the :United- States.: : -We - continually.
work: to: unite:and -equip- young :African ‘men -and
women - with: -the - tools- \necessary. -for. - them- to
become forces of change.

We -intend 1o achieve our goals are by hosting: an
annual : - national - : -conference, : - providing : - a
leadership :program -as:well -as by ‘partnering ‘with
like: - ‘minded - businesses,: - organizations : -and
individuals'in our: communities. Please contact us
if - :your: ‘university's : ‘African: - student : ‘group- :is
interested - :in - : officially - : joining : -this : -national
umbrella: -organization.: - United,. we- can:achieve
great success. in-the-advancement: of .the:African
continent and:her children. Each: interested school
should: select a: delegate: to the: National ASA:for
fall teleconferences.
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PROGRES

Submit an:article -on ‘African-affairs for-the next newsletter:issue! ‘See-the website for:more information!


http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=usxBDuuoRmMr_2frpmzuZPHg_3d_3d

The United States of Africa

While:some: of the ‘objectives of the  OAU
such: as, :.development; peace or-economic

V\ée t ?AI Ukntc) Vc\j' security, remainelusive for the: majority of
about the UNIed african “countries, ‘there - are also many
Nations: : -or : ‘the

success : -stories. - . Chief - :among : -these
successes - is ‘the : complete : overthrow - of
colonial- ‘and: -apartheid - governments - in
Africa ¢ with: the: ‘exception - of : Western

Sahara ‘whose: independence is - disputed
by :Morocco. :Having :achieved: its primary
oal :the: members: of - the: OAU - voted to

European : Union;
however; many of
us: -are- - probably
unaware: - of: ‘the
African Union
(AU) and ‘its .ever
increasing - importance - to: Africans arounag
KS: ' 'g2NI RZ
development.

on-July 9,:2002.:Since:its inception:in 2002,
During thé: 1960s ‘African countries:from: althe : AU: has- striven - to: demonstrate :its

regions:of the: continent were' able to shakeability- to: play- ‘a ‘decisive - role ‘in: -African

off the shackles: of ‘European’ colonizationaffairs.: The ‘most: recent examples: include
In-an effort: ‘to: ‘not: ‘only - resist: ‘neo: ‘the strong -presence -of AU peacekeepers
colonialism - “but: - to : ‘also : ‘bolster - :onein African conflicts:

T-Shirt Design: Contest

Artsy?: ‘Creative? : - : Consider - submitting : a
design : for: ‘the' :National : African - Students
Association ‘T-Shirt Design -Contest! - :Create
the- design- for :the: National: ‘Conference :T-
Shirts!: -Contest officially opens October 15th,
2009.: - 'Find- : the - official :T: - shirt - ‘Design
Guidelines: . -on::-:our-:-website: : at:
www.nationalasa.org/tshirt-design-contest

| a ishand the OAU an rmcedu it B&t This contest- is: open ‘to: students: affiliated
LFNAOL )’Afrié%p{‘ Db Cau) wh¥mwas -esfg ned @ith - ‘member - or ' prospective - member

institutions.

oMy Visiond Con:t

Y2 URSNDA  F2NF 2 AV U4 VR GLARYER Boliftigs or hitch, R S NE

from across ‘the - continent -established - the
Organization: of African:-Unity (OAOh May.
25,-1963.

regardless of region,: culture, language: or
religion,: -are - members :of - the- :AU.: - The
current chairperson: of the' AU'is'the Libyan
The ‘OAU - played - ‘a: ‘vital - ‘role : in- ‘theleader : Muammar: :azaddafi,: ‘who: ‘has
dismantling: of ‘colonial-and minority rule - recently: revived: debate over the possible
or- apartheid ¢ :governments : across : the creation: of: a -United : States- of : Africa.- To
African - cohtinent.” This ‘was ‘done ‘througHearn more:about the: AU please visit their
the: provision: of weapons; - military : basesvebsite atwww.africaunion.org

secure Africa:and: in-1964 with-the -suppor.
of the UN created thé\frican- Development

African - -Union lease - visit
Bank. P

www.modelafricanunion.org

The National- African- Students: Association:is
committed - - -to-: -working: - - collectively - : to
continued progress in-Africa. - The *My:Vision”
for - Africa: Contest :is' a : grant ‘awarded- to
students - in: -order: to -implement: ‘beneficial
projects-in:an :African: community -either:on
the continent or an African community within
the- ‘United : States: (refugees;: etc.). - - Find
guidelines: and: ‘more: information: online :at:
www.hationalasa.org/MyVision

This- :contest - is - ‘only - ‘open: - to: - affiliated
member. institutions.

Did You Know??? Announcements

. Africans are the .
most educated
group in the US.

Student: Groups, Please Pay:Your
Membership Dues!::D

Event of the Quarter:

Does your ASA do exciting community
service? Hold educational forums or'unique
cultural-events? - We want to know about it!
More details here..Submission Deadline is
November 10th,; 2009.

. The Democratic o.
Republic of the
Congo has the
agricultural capac-
ity to feed the en-
tire world until
2050. Just one
country!

« .. African:Business Directory:
Have you worked-with an outstanding
African organization or- company? ‘We want
to hear about it to 'add their-information to
our-African: Business Directory!- There is ho
deadlinefor.the directory, please.continue to

Announcements

Census 2010:

The: Census counts the US Population-every 10
years! :Make yourselves count!: With a-more
accurate count of ‘Africans in-the United-States,
better opportunities:can be instituted to benefit
our.communities. - More info at
www.nationalasa.org/EBN-2010

Scholarship —UNCF/Merck Initiative:
This program/scholarship is open tostudents
at the undergraduate, graduate, or
postdoctoral level. : Do not pass up the
opportunity!! :More information at
www.uncf.org/merck: Contact
nationalboard@nationalasa.org for a testimony
from-the National President.
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http://www.africa-union.org/
http://www.modelafricanunion.org/
http://www.nationalasa.org/tshirt-design-contest
http://www.nationalasa.org/MyVision
http://www.nationalasa.org/EBN-2010
http://www.uncf.org/merck
http://www.nationalasa.org/events/event-of-the-quarter

Na:it:i-o:na-l Af fiican: . Studentsso:-:'As:soc:iat:ii;on
Nati onal African Student:s®
Association l'maugur al National “African Stud
P.O. Box 125527 Conference
Atlanta, Georgia, 30322
USA Location :'Emory University ‘Atlanta; Georgia
Date :Friday March 19th; 2010 Sunday:March 21st;:2010
Keep up with National ASA: Time: First Event begins Promptly at 5pm, Registration7@m
= sl This is one of the:largest networking:opportunities for African students who: attend
Facenoo colleges and universities around-the ‘United: States. The: conference will host several
Or workshops, a career networking event; and various social: activities throughout the
Twitter weekend! Through conferences the: National- ASA seeks to empower-and unite-its
members in order to: collectively contribute: to our progress -and: the:progress of the
African-continent.
Check out the website!
www.nationalasa.org National African Students’ Association
PROGRESS
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Friends of the Congo & Liwalo na Liwe Foundation
Friends:of the:Congo out this powerful ‘music video : - by the

Lt

Liwalo na Liwe

The Friends of the Congo is an advocacy ~ COngolese artist Omekongo.

organization : founded: :in: :22004: at ‘the
behest :of Congolese human - rights: and

grassroots: institutions :and ‘is- based: in
Washington,- DC.: Their: -mission 'is -to
work -together :to - bring -about peaceful
and -lasting change -in. ‘the :Democratic
Republic of: Congo, :which: was:formerly
known: as Zaire and:colloquially ‘known

as Congo.

The Friends -of the :Congo ‘believe that,
with :strong-support: from friends: of -the
Congo: throughout: the: ‘world,: the -vast
human : and: natural’ resources: of :the
Congo: can: be utilized- as: an instrument
to meet the:great needs:of the: people of
Congo: and- Africa.: - :Congo-Week 2: is
October 18th-24th; 2009!: Find out how
your:school-can-sponsor an event to aid
in - “Breaking the Silence” - by -going to
www.congoweek.org/english

Visit-their: website: to find- out- more -info:
www.friendsofthecongo.org: -and : check

Liwalo na Liwe Foundation

Liwalo na Liwe (“What will ‘be will be”) is
an -organization-:dedicated::to
providing -outreach: to :children.- : - ‘This
means: ‘that - this : organization - accepts
the 'social  issues:that children: face:and
tries - to - .overcome: :them: - through
targeted, personal -relationships: Liwalo
na: Liwe :publishes: materials: that - raise
awareness: | of children - in - difficult
situations:and has a film you can show
on: -your: :campus : called - ‘Watoto: Wa
Mitaani.”- : Current - outreach - -effort: - is
centered: -on: -the: :growing: ‘number- :of
street - children - in: - Iringa, - Tanzania;
resulting: largely ‘from: poverty ‘and: the
impact . of | HIV/AIDS. - ‘They- - want: to
provide :street children ‘with -employable
skills - along: :with - providing. education;
clothing, shelter, and medicine.

Visit their website at www.liwalo.org


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4mBCeuhLIjg&feature=channel_page
http://www.liwalo.org/
http://www.congoweek.org/english
http://www.friendsofthecongo.org/
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=19095297897&ref=ts
http://www.twitter.com/NationalASA
http://www.nationalasa.org

