
Recently, the National ASA developed a partnership 

with the grassroots advocacy organization, ONE.  This 

organization has already seen various 

accomplishments and is very invested in getting youth 

to be active as well.  

Every year, ONE hosts the ONE Campus Challenge 

(OCC): a competition to determine which university 

body has the most effective global poverty-fighting 

campaign.  College students can learn about global 

poverty and preventable disease, and how to achieve 

change through advocacy, action and awareness-

raising.   

Students can earn points and recognition for their 

schools and the schools accumulating the most points 

in monthly challenges and throughout the season are 

eligible for exciting prizes and national recognition for 

their efforts in the fight against global poverty.  Being 

that most of the legislation affects the African 

continent, it‘s important for African student groups to 

be involved! Find out more at: http://www.one.org/

campus/index.html  

Is your organization doing something good for Haiti? 

Get featured on ONE‘s blog!  Email us for more info! 

         This piece was included because African narratives 

are some of the most crucial tools to “bring Africa’s 

humanity to the world.”  The author encourages African 

students and non-African students to take time to read 

African literature and become aware of African literature.  

         Translucent drops dotted the front of my cotton shirt 

and I shook as I picked up my siblings after school. As we 

walked home, I told them the ominous news I had heard. 

Earlier that day, my teacher read to us from a Nigerian 

newspaper about a man born thousands of years ago who 

had accurately predicted the first and second world wars. 

The paper said the man made one final prophecy before he 

died – that the world would end in year 2000. 

       After reading the article to us, my teacher spread the 

newspaper so that we could see the man‘s face. We 

gathered around the wooden table, rubbernecking above 

one another‘s heads in order to see the picture.  It was July 

1999 and that meant the world would end in about five 

months. Rumors about the world‘s end had been circulating 

for months and they made me terribly uncomfortable. And 

now this severely bearded man with small beady eyes, who 

had been a prophet, and looked like he was from the Old 

Testament seemed to be affirming the rumors. If he was 

right about both the world wars, then the world was surely 

coming to an end. 

      ************** 

      As we walk home, I tell my siblings I have repented from 

all my sins. 

      ―You need to throw away those earrings‖, I say to my 

sister. 

      She furrows her eyebrows in bewilderment and I explain 

that an evangelist who lives on our street had once told me 

that earrings were sinful. 

      ―All these things will not matter in the end; they will stop 

you from going to heaven.‖ She looks at my ears and sees 

that they are naked.  She takes off her earrings and puts 

them in her backpack but it is not enough. 

      ―Throw them away,‖ I say, but the one week old ten 

naira studs are too precious to her. We go home and she 

opens the drawer of my mother‘s brown sewing machine 

and keeps the earrings there; meanwhile I go into my room, 

I kneel down and pray, ready to live a sinless life. In 

subsequent weeks, I perpetually pray for the forgiveness of 

my sins and I read my Bible three times each day. I wash the 

plates and sweep the front of the house without complaining. 

At night, I wake up with a pounding in my chest and mutter 

fervent prayers for forgiveness. 

       The end of July heralds the long school break and August 

days of utter fun. On these days, my friends and I jump rope; 

we peel egusi; we watch Tales by Moonlight, Aladdin and Tom 

and Jerry; we go to church, we pray; and we sleep. We play 

with make-up, smearing our mothers‘ bright red lipsticks over 

our lips, and pencil in fat eyebrows.  These delightful 

activities lessen my fears but I have not forgotten about the 

world‘s end. 

        We cook make-believe food with pieces of rotten tomato 

and desiccated onions that we find on the ground after the 

night market. We never eat the sketchy food; we throw them 

in the narrow gutters. We read storybooks with large-eyed 

characters in bright clothes and draw people with lead and 

chalk. We fight and reconcile. On rainy August days, we 

sprinkle salt at the front door to prevent earthworms from 

wriggling into the house. We tell the adults we are going 

outside to line up the buckets to collect the rainwater but we 

really sneak off and frolic in the wetness with our friends. 

      The boys play soccer. They create magnificent trophies 

out of light bulbs and foil paper. They draw nice things. They 

make large soccer balls out of balloons and rags. They hurt 

their big toes while playing the balls with bare feet. The 

wounds expose moist pink flesh and the pain causes them to 

limp. They play video games. They get hair-cuts, most of them 

opting for the punk style that leaves more hair in the front 

than at the back. 

      We all sing songs in Yoruba, Pidgin, Igbo, Ishan, Hausa, 

English songs, and French. Amidst all this, I haven‘t forgotten 

that Jesus is coming back. Every day I ask for forgiveness for 

all the ―shut-ups‖ and insults I render to my friends and 

siblings. 

      The long school break ends in late September and school 

commences.  We show off our new backpacks and sandals 

but before we know it, it is December. Every new December 

day worsens my fears. It is less than a month before the 

Second Coming. 

- Adaeze Wosu, Johns Hopkins University, c/o 2010 
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The 2010 Inaugural National 

Conference is March 19th-21st, 2010 

in Atlanta, Georgia.  The 2010 

Conference Theme: Placing An African 

Face on African Development. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

How do I know if I registered? 

¶ You should have received a 

confirmation email when you 

registered 

What is the Registration deadline? 

¶ March 12th, 2010 11:59pm. 

Do I have to stay in the hotel? 

¶ No, though being in the hotel may 

be more fun for you. 

How do I get from the airport to the 

conference hotel? 

¶ We recommend a taxi, shuttle, 

public transportation, or having a 

friend pick you up. 

How will I get around during the 

conference? 

¶ Shuttles will be provided to take 

students to conference locations. 

 

 

What should I bring? 

¶ You can bring a resume, pen/

notebook, and a positive 

attitude! 

What should I wear? 

¶ Business/Business casual 

generally. Saturday evening is 

semi-formal/African traditional 

and on Sunday, casual attire is 

fine. 

Will I get a conference T shirt? 

¶ Tshirts are available to the first 

200 people to register and this 

number is quickly filling up! 

How do I make sure that I get into a 

workshop I like? 

¶ Closer to the conference date, 

we will ask registrants for their 

top choices. 

Do I have to attend all of the events? 

¶ No, but we‘d like it if you did. 

Where do I call in the case of urgent 

concerns or questions during the 

conference? 

¶ Please call 404-496-6285. 

Direct other inquiries to: 

nationalasaconference@nationalasa.org 

National Conference FAQs Africa -Serving Organizations 

African Organizations  

National ASA Announcements 

Zebrajobs -  

Zebrajobs is the leading online job site for Africa. 

They aim to make searching for a job in Africa as 

easy and relevant as possible. Opportunities exist 

for employers in the public and private sectors, 

organizations, and other hiring entities as well as 

job/internship seekers ranging from seasoned 

professionals to students who can  use Internet-

based recruitment and career advisory services 

for their employment needs.  African youth can 

search for internships directly in Africa by using 

the Zebrajobs widget at www.nationalasa.org.  

Visit them at www.zebrajobs.com 

Young  Patriots of Africa -  

In response to President Obama's speech in 

Ghana, the Young Patriots of Africa was formed.  

It comprises of young scholars networking and 

inspiring each other to make a positive 

difference in immediate communities and 

helping to bring about constructive change to 

Africa by sponsoring youth community service. 

Their mission is to link College students in Africa 

with College students in the Diaspora. Find 

them on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/

group.php?gid=121619213104&ref=ts  

National ASA Announcements 

¶ Has your African student group done a really 

cool or exciting event?  Send us your pics 

and they‘ll go on the website! 

¶ Does your school want to host a National 

Conference?  You can!  Contact the National 

ASA at: nationalboard@nationalasa.org with 

the subject: ―Future National Conference 

Host‖ and we will have someone respond to 

you as soon as possible.  

¶ My African Circles— an online social 

networking community based around the 

principle of uniting the many Africans around 

the US. www.myafricancircles.com 

Did You Know??? 

¶ President Jacob Zuma, of 

South Africa, won the ‗Best 

African President of the 

Year‘ Award for the year 

2009. 

¶ 6 African nations will be 

competing in the 2010 

World Cup (out of 32 com-

petitors) and for the first 

time in history, the Cup will 

be hosted by an African 

nation.  Economic boost! :) 

¶ Please continue to support and pray for the 

nation of Haiti in this time of 

reconstruction! 

¶ Our goal is to have an article on African 

affairs in every newsletter.  If you would like 

to submit an article for the next issue, 

please email us at 

nationalboard@nationalasa.org for more 

information. 

¶ Have you raised funds for a philanthropy 

that benefits the African continent?  Let us 

know who they are and they may be featured 

in our next newsletter! 

¶ Comments? Suggestions? We want to hear 

your thoughts.  

http://www.zebrajobs.com
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PATHWAYS Leadership for Progress 

PATHWAYS Leadership for Progress, a non-

profit based in Lilburn, Georgia believes in 

building future leaders through university 

merit scholarships and community 

service.  PATHWAYS began in 2005 in Kenya 

with the idea that highly qualified but 

disadvantage youth, if given the opportunity 

for an education along with a requirement 

for community service, would develop into 

valuable leaders because they have 

experienced some of the primary problems 

the country is facing.  Scholars who have 

been funded do a variety of projects such as 

providing uniforms and food to children, 

establishing a nursery school, helping the 

community group to start small projects such 

as growing vegetables, raising goats, and 

starting a tree nursery.  Currently, PATHWAYS 

has 12 scholars in Kenya with projects 

ranging from orphan support programs to 

food security to tree planting against 

erosion.  Find out how to help or volunteer 

at gust@pathwayslp.org.  Visit the website 

at www.pathwayslp.org. 

Little Drops Orphanage Fund 

LittleDrops Orphanage Fund is an African run, 

US registered non-profit founded in 2005 who 

supports about 2000 orphans in 26 orphanage 

homes across Kenya, Rwanda, Uganda, Nigeria, 

Cameroon and Ghana. Their mission is to 

provide orphans and vulnerable children a 

complete and healthy wellness of being now, 

and a good chance at a successful future.  This 

support manifests as providing food, water, 

school fees and supplies, healthcare, etc.  Little 

Drops recently organized Express Your Dreams, 

an essay and artwork competition for the 

children. Through this event, they found a 

disconnect in the orphans dreams and their 

eventual reality. To help bridge this gap, the 

organization hopes to provide funds to send the 

children to college as well as other solutions.  

To read the orphans essays please visit  

http://www.expressyourdreams.org  

Visit  the general website at 

www.littldropsorphanagefund.org. 

 

National African Studentsõ 

Association  

P.O. Box 125527 

Atlanta, Georgia, 30322 

Tel: 404-496-6285 

 

Keep up with National ASA: 
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Featured Philanthropies:  
Little Drops Orphanage Fund & PATHWAYS Leadership for Progress 
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